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REPORT of the COUNCIL of the Society of Women Musicrans 
for the year ending October, 1912. 





Tue Councit of the Society of Women Musicians have much pleasure in 
submitting the first Annual Report of the Society’s work. 


The Society was brought into existence on Saturday, July r5th, 1911, at a 
Meeting of Women Musicians called by a Provisional Council, which had previously 
been invited by Miss Gertrude Eaton and Miss Marion Scott, to confer as to the best 
method of inaugurating such a Society. 

The details of a scheme having been submitted to the company present at this 
Meeting, over thirty of those assembled signified their intention of becoming 
Members of the Society. A draft of the proposed Constitution and Rules was read, 
put to the yote and adopted unanimously. / 


At the first Meeting of Council after the inauguration of the Society, Madame 
LizA LEHMANN was elected President of the Society of Women Musicians, and gave 
her Presidential Address on October r7th, rgtr, taking as her title, “A Plea for 
the Human Voice.” 

‘The number of Members enrolled at the end of October, 1912, was 152, and of 
Associates 20, making a total of 172, a figure which the Council considers a very 
satisfactory proof of the Society’s vitality. 

With regard to the Balance Sheet, it may be as well to explain the system on 
which the subscriptions are allotted In drawing up a working scheme, the founders 
of tre Society were faced with the problem of how to provide premises suitable for 
music meetings and other gatherings and yet not make the subscription prohibitive 
to young professionals to whom the Society might be of the greatest use. Most 
fortunately it proved possible to affiliate the new Society to the Women's Institute, 
which was established already in most convenient and suitable quarters in a central 
position, on condition that all Members elected to the S.W.M. should become 
Members of the Women’s Institute, and that the amount of the usual Women’s 
Institute subscription (10/6 or a guinea) should be handed over to the Institute from 
every Member's payment. ‘The Society of Women Musicians is therefore able to 
offer to its Members all the benefits of the Institute’s premises and organisation in 
addition to the arrangements which it makes for its own Members for the extremely 
moderate subscription of 15/6 for Professionals or 26/- for Non-Professionals. 

Modest though the Society’s income has been, its activity has been anything but 
restricted, as the following record of the year’s work will show. 

There have been over half a dozen Members’ Meetings for Music or Debate. 
In the musical programmes given, Members have taken part both as Executants and 
as Composers ; and, in certain exceptional cases, Visitors have been invited to 
perform Members’ compositions. 

The Society gave its first Public Concert on January 25th, 1912, at the Queen’s 
(Small) Hall, when the programme consisted entirely of works by Members. 

There have been six Lectures and Addresses: one on Pianoforte Technique 
and ‘Teaching by Madame Haas; one on Indian Music by Mrs. Maud MacCarthy 
Mann; one on French Lyric Diction by Miss Laura Bush; one on the Music 
Copyright Bill by Mr W. Elkin; one on Polish Folk Songs by Mrs. Voynich ; and 
one by Miss Rosabel Watson on ‘“ The Brass Instruments of the Orchestra.” 

On June 18th, by kind invitation of Miss Douglas, the Society gave a Private 
Evening Concert at 133, Queen’s Gate, when works by Members and Associates 
were performed. 

[OVER 




















































On July sth and 6th the Society held its first Composers’ Conference, at which 
papers were read by the Vice President, Miss Marion Scott, on “The Problem of 
Combining Violin and Piano in Composition”; by the Hon. Secretary, Miss 
Katharine Iggar, on “The Piano as Friend and Foe in Composition” ; by 
Miss Saumarez Smith (Member) on “ Partwriting for Female Voices”; by Dr. R. 
Vaughan-Williams on “What should be the aims of our Younger Composers ?”; 
and by Dr. R. R. Terry on “ The Modes and Gregorian Rhythm.” 


On July zoth the Society celebrated its first anniversary by inviting all its 
Members and some guests to an afternoon Reception, with music. 


The President and Council felt that the formation of a Choir for Women’s 
Voices would be an advantageous development in the Society, arrangements to form 
such a Choir were made in the early spring of 1912, and the valuable services of 
Miss lmily Daymond, Mus. D., as Hon. Conductor, were secured. Rehearsals were 
started in May. 


A Library of Books and Music has been started, in which it is hoped to 
enshrine many works by Members and Associates. 
The following is an alphabetical list of the Members and Associates whose 


compositions have been performed either at the Society’s Private Meetings or at its 
first Public Concert :— 





Kathleen Bruckshaw. Cécile Hartog. *Teresa del Riego. 
Imily Beleher, Marie Horne. Mabel Saumarez Smith. 
Julia Cook-Watson, Lucie Johnstone. *Marion Scott. 

I*rances Davidson. Liza Lehmann. *Ethel Smyth 

Katharine Wgpar. May Mukle. * Maude Valerie White. 
Mla Paber. Muriel Overton. 

Minna Gratton, Caroline Perceval. Thomas Dunhill. 
Adela Hamaton., Dorothy Pyke. * Morton Stephenson. 


All Composers except those marked with an asterisk assisted in the performance 
of their own works. 

The following is an alphabetical list of those Members and Associates who have 
performed at the Society’s Private Meetings or at its first Public Concert :— 


Miss lvelyn Aldridge. Miss Jessie Grimson. Miss Maud Melliar. 
» Gwendolen Allport. », Gladys Hislop. Mme. Deszo Nemés. 
» Margaret Balfour. 5, Ethel Hamlin. Miss Gladys O’Rourke. 
» Olive Bell. »» Maud Hardy. » Iris Rainbow. 
» Marie Brema. » Alice Hare. Mrs. Ernest Rendall. 
» Cicely Bailey. » Kathleen Harries. Miss Kathleen Robinson. 
» Mary Congreve. Mrs. H. Hemsley. », Eleanor Shaw. 
» Agnes Christa. Mme. Lily Henkel. Mme. Harriet Solly. 
», leanor Davis. Miss Félicie Heyermanns. Miss Augusta Chetham 
Mrs. Halliday Douglas. », Pattie Hoe. Strode. 
» Richard Eeggar, 5, Pattie Hornsby. Mrs. Ernest Thring. 
Miss Katherine Everett. » Evelyn Hunter. Miss Rhoda ‘Thomas. 


5 Ulla Faber. » 4, C. Jones. 
» Rose Feilmann. » Eva Kelsey. 
» stella Fife. UeLIZe 


» Pattie Upton. 





» lvangeline Florence. Mme. Beatrice Langley. Mr. Herbert Bedford. 
» Elvira Gambogi. Miss Florence Macnaughton. —,,_ Reginald Clarke. 


» Gertrude Geere. » Jeanie Mair. », Riddell Hunter. 


The President and Council desire to express their warmest thanks to all those 
Members and Associates who have co-operated in the Society’s activities ; also to 
Dr, Vaughan-Williams, Dr. R. R. Terry and Mr. Elkin for their addresses, and to 
those other distinguished Artistes who, though not Members, so generously gave 
their assistance; to Miss Douglas for her kind hospitality ; and finally to the 
President and Executive Committee of the Women’s Institute for their kindness in 
meeting the suggestions of the Society, and also to the Secretary and Staff of the 
Women’s Institute for their unfailing help and consideration both in clerical work 
and in arrangements for the Society’s meetings. 
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